
                                             WELCOME TO ESOL  2020-2021 
August 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome back to school! My name is Tamara McGhee.  I will be your student’s ESOL teacher this year.  I 

have had the honor of teaching ESOL students for the past three years!  This year I will be teaching 

and supporting my 6th-12th grade students at both Austin Middle School and South Paulding High School.  

Parents, I am the contact person that you can rely on for school communication. Many of you know me 

already, and I look forward to getting to know students and parents who are new to my schools.  As your 

student’s ESOL teacher, it is my goal to build a strong partnership with you and your student. I hope we 

can work together to support your student on his/her path to academic success! 

 

HOW TO CONTACT ME: 
EMAIL 

--My email address is:  tmcghee@paulding.k12.ga.us  

I will use the main email you provided to the school to contact you.  However, if you have a different 

preferred email address, please send an email to inform me.  Include your name and your student’s name. 

 

Text me with TRANSLATION APP: Talking Points 

--I use the Talking Points translation app to text parents and students who need translated 

communication from school. I can also send regular text messages to your phone using my app, but the 

translation will be better if you download the app on your phone also.  With Talking Points, YOU can text 

me in YOUR home language and I will receive your message in English.  Please download the free app to 

your phone and allow notifications from Taking Points! To learn more about the app, go to the Talking 

Points website.  In your web browser you can translate the webpage to read in your home language.  
https://talkingpts.org/  
 

Text me with REMIND APP:   

--If you do not need translation, we can easily communicate using Remind.  You may already use this app 

with other teachers.  If you use the app, remember to allow notifications from Remind!   To learn more 

about the app, go to the Remind website.  https://www.remind.com/ 

 

To join Mrs. McGhee’s Remind:      TEXT 
AUSTIN MIDDLE parents and students only    @ams234    to the number 81010 

SOUTH PAULDING HIGH parents and students only     @esol - - sphs to the number 81010 

 

OTHER WAYS TO CONTACT ME:   

--Call the school office and leave a message for “Mrs. McGhee” or “the ESOL teacher”.  

For South Paulding High School students:  770-949-9221 

For Austin Middle School students:  770-942-0316 

--Send a note with your student. 

--Tell your student to give me a message. 
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Resources and Links for ESOL Students and Parents 
☺ Lexia—our online language learning program for ESOL students.  https://www.lexiapowerup.com/  

On the sign-in page, students will need to enter my teacher’s email:  

 tmcghee@paulding.k12.ga.us  and their login and password.  I will provide the login and 

password for each student in class. If you have questions about Lexia, contact me! 

☺ Interpreter services --I can call you using an interpreter. 

☺ Translated Documents -- Contact me if you need a school document translated. 

☺ PCSD Website -- Homepage.   https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Domain/4   

YOU can TRANSLATE pages on this site to your home language by clicking the word TRANSLATE 

located on the top right of each page and selecting your language. 

☺ PCSD Website -- Parent Dashboard page. 

    Helpful parent information is located on this page.   https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/38484 

☺ PCSD Website -- Student Dashboard page. https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/38477 

This is the page students go to in order to access all websites they need for their schoolwork. 

On the Student Dashboard page, students can access MANY school links including: 

   >>>Canvas  https://paulding.instructure.com/login/ldap   and other important links.  

Canvas is the PCSD Learning Management System through which students access their 

classes and communicate with their teachers online.  Canvas is used in the classroom and 

for ALL Digital Learning days. 

   >>>Infinite Campus Parent Portal. See your student’s grades here.    
https://campus.paulding.k12.ga.us/campus/portal/paulding.jsp  
https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/4142 

☺ PCSD Website -- PCSD ESOL page.   https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/159   

Please read this page for information from the ESOL Department. 

☺ Mrs. McGhee’s teacher website.  My website is accessed through the Austin Middle School 

homepage.  Click “Our Staff” and look for me under the M.   

Here is the link to my teacher page:  https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Domain/1125  

 

I am excited that your student will be in my ESOL class. I encourage you to partner with me because you 

are an integral part of your child’s success!  Together we can maximize your student’s school experience! 

Please contact me using a contact method listed above. I am here to answer your questions and address 

your concerns regarding school and your student.  It is my goal to ensure that my students reach their 

potential in academics and English language proficiency this school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Tamara McGhee, ESOL Teacher 

Austin Middle School and South Paulding High School 
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